8 


2 


1 2 ef * W 5 ts 1 r * * 51 3 
. ²  — — r 3 — . thts C 
* 5 Fey : 1 1 F \ * 


- 
? - 
1 
„ 
8 * 
n 


: 
CECE UE TOE ICLONS 


> 
n 
An a * : 6 * py 
gh L - 1 2 * # 8 4 - \ 4 
17 K. 5 — N ; V2 . 
1 * 
s 
MA 
r - * 
33 : o 
- 
* 
— 8 Y 
wa  * 
— 2 
3 T 5 
bes 2 — — 
F 1 
* 


- 9 
Hy 


Nee fees 


A Plain and Humble 
RE 
TO THE 


iniſters 


＋ 


— 


— 


„ 


Lit | 21918 FRO | OJ 


af 
{ 00 
f MT 
| 
1 
UC 
IIUULLL 
LLL 
U 19 
Z yo 1 : 
1 1 
l E 
2 1 
. , III 
— — 2 
— a. — = vo 


Sold by GzoRGE FERRABY, Bookſeller, in HULL, 


4 | HE Antient and Modern Hiſtory of York, of its famous 


Cathedral, call'd, TE MINST ER, and other Churches, 


Tombs, Monuments, Sc. with Hiſtorical Tranſactions, from the 
Roman Emperors Hadrian, Severus and Conſtantius (who ruled 


over the Northern Parts) down to later Times. 
The IWhie diligently collected by T. G. 

Who (in a neat Character, and on good Paper) deſigns, Gop wil- 
Jing, to publiſh the ANnTiQviTits and Hisrory of Hull and 
Beverley; with the Names of the Mayors, Sheriffs, and Chamber- 
lains of Hull; the Riſe and Decay of ſeveral antient Buildings; 
what remarkable Tranſactions have happen'd in ſeveral Ages; 
the preſent flouriſhing State of each Town; their Churches, (the 


above Frontiſpiece being the Weſt Proſpect of the High Church 


in Hull) Monuments, and Inſcriptions, both antient and modern. 

And tho' Materials are already Jaboriouſly collected for this Pur- 
poſe ; yet if any, who love the Hondur of their Country, will com- 
municate what they think will be to the Improvement of this Work, 


it ſhail be publickly and thankfully acknowledg'd, without de- 


fired to the contrary. 


OR, ö 
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4 Plain and Hinkle 8 . 
to the Clergy and Miniſters | | 


in GREAT- BRITAIN, © 


| A | | | 
"".OCCASIONED BY © £0 


Reading Mr. z2owman's 


Viſitation Sermon, 


At the Viſitation held at Wakefield, 
in TORASHIRE. 


Il CoR. ii. 16. And who 2 ſufficient for | 
theſe Things ? 


DE NIO ATE 5 


Io the Rev“ Dr. LE GA, Vicar of 


— 


d | || Halifax, in the ſame County. 

— | 
1 By a Lover of True HoL INES, and 
> Real CHRISTIANITY. l 
nh. | ou — 
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The DEDICATION. 


CAA eee 


To the Reverend Doctor LEG, Vi- 
car of HALLIFAX in Forint 

STK 
HE following 1 I offer to 
You as the Product of Friendſhip, 
and Eſteem ; which Your own Me- 
rit claims as Your Due. I'm at no 
Lok to find a Patron; fince Your Candour, 
and Good-Will to Mankind, promiſes a favour- 
able Reception. What may be plain, and un- 
finiſh'd; You know how to excuſe, for the 
Sake of the HO NES T v, and urs 
I hope, You will find. SINCERITY is 
ever Your Favourite ; and recommends not 
only Perſons, but Performances, to Your No- 
tice ; who well know, how to try, and judge 
of Men. Go where You will, that Excellency 
is ſure found with You ; to diſtinguiſh You, 
the Delight of Your Friends; and to make 
Thoſe, who are not already lo, ambitious of 
Your Acquaintance. 

To that Part of Your e I might 
add the Chriſtian, the Gentleman, the Scholar. 
But muſt with Caution avoid all Encomium 


and 


* 


” © 


Tr Dolan” 


and . leaſt I put Vour exceſſive Mo- 
deſty out of Countenance; and cauſe Your pro- 
found Humility to reject all Pretenſions to 
what- obviouſly You have a juft Title to. I 
ſhall therefore judge for none but myſelf, for 
fear of injuring a Character, every Way, fo 


deſerving, ard valuable, to Men of- Piety, and 
good Senſe. 


4 of 


by 


How happy wou'd it be for the Publick to 1 
have our Pulpits thus fill'd! With Men, full 
Love, and Compaſſion, to the Souls of Men! 
Such, who take a Delight 
Lord 


fing 


) to go about Doing Good to all; expreſ- 
their Meekneſs, and Lowly-Mindednefs 
ſuiting themſelves to Perſons of the loweſt 


| the Good of SoULs, require It. 


Might I, S1KR, indulge myſelf in all my 
Mind ſuggeſts, I muſt then run thorough the 


many Excellencies of the moſt inoffenſive, ſelf- 


denying Chriſtian : Who deſires rather to be | 


Good, than Great ; and has learnt to behave 
becomingly, and with an equal Diſpoſition, in 


every Scene of Life. 


to 
cel 


All this, I cou'd apply 
Yourſelf, as a Perſon, in whom theſe Ex- 
lencies peculiarly ſhine. 


What Tenderneſs, and Sympathy, have I ob- 
ſerv'd in You to the Afflicted, either in Body, 
Mind, or Eftate ; as well as rejoycing at the 
Goods Your Friends have at any Time receiv'd. 
How affable and free in your Converſation, 


ſtrictly ſober, and with a juſt Guard againſt 
what is vain and empty; but much delighted | 
with every Opportunity of pious, uſeful. Diſ- | 


courſe, How diſtinguiſhing and manly is Your 


(with their Bleſſed 


Rank ; when the Intereſt of CHRIST, and | 


Ab- | 


8 


1 and Sarda nt 
for this Dedication; therefore I am anſwerable 


Ka at firſt will not find out. 


The ' Dedication. vii 
Abhorrence of Calumny, and Detraction! An 


Evil found too frequently, not only amongſt 
private Chriſtians ; 
the ſame Goſpel, and Servants of the fame 
LORD; even to the Detriment and Hinde- 
rance of the Work, which they are requir d 
with Brotherly Love, and Unity of Spirit, in the 


Bond of Peace, to promote, and carry on. 


but, alas! in Miniſters of 


The Spirit af Diſcord and Diſſention I know 


Jou are always ſorry to fee, eſpecially among 
good People: 
the darling Temper You delight in, as the Or- 
nament to the Chriſtian Ptofellion;. and which 


For Peace, Love, and Unity, is 


Harmony ever adorns the Doctrine of CHRIST. 
I cou'd here relate to you many Things 

which have caus'd the looſe Part of Mankind 

to take indecent Liberties with the Clergy, and 


| | Miniſters of all Orders amongſt us ; bur ſhall 


enter no further into the private Characters and 
Behaviour of any. Such Things are beſt co- 
ver'd with a Mantle of Love, that have been 
leſs exemplary, and diſagreeable. 

The Motive, which chiefly led me to pub- 
liſh this Sermon, was purely to remind all that 
read it, that the Work of the Miniſtry is a Great 
and Difficult Work ; and that ic muſt not be 
trifled in, but manag'd wich great Diligence, 
J have not ask'd Your Leave 


only, for the . in it, and the Sermon. I 
rely upon Your Goodneis to excule this Free- 
dom; and charge the Treſpaſs upon Your 
Agreeableneſs to the eras who perhaps 


. have 


viii The Dedication. + 

bay | have nothing to ſay of Mr. Bowman, or. 
any one elſe, only as Charity leads me to hope. 
well of their Intentions. I have always been 
of Opinion, that too much Jarring, and Contro-· 
verſy amongſt us, has had a very deſtructive 
Influence upon che Practice, and Tempers of 


Chriſtians. I am far from cenſuring particular | & 


Perſons, as to the Views they may have in their 
Diſputes ; and to invidiouſly ſpeak ill of any by 
any kind of Artifice, is {till greater Immorality. 

However, I only anſwer for myſelf : I have 
no Preferments to ſeek, being both unqualified: 
for them, and much incapacitated thro' my 
often Infirmities. As I am upon the Decline. 
of Life, I have no ambitious Views ; which, 
perhaps, in my juvenile Years, might be a 
Temptation to me, as well as others: But now, 
I thank GO p, I am content in the private 
Sphere I act in; and never deſire to come up- 
on the publick Stage ; no, not ſo much as to 
have my Name mention'd, only amongſt my 
Friends, and Aſſociates, in this retir'd State. 

I rejoice, S1R, at the Happineſs of Your 
Pariſhoners, in being ſo favour'd by Providence, 
as to have You amongſt them for their Over- 
ſeer. You have my moſt affectionate Prayers. 
J wait the Returns of them, to hear of the Suc- 
ceſs of Your Labours, that J may praiſe G o 
with You, and Your People; and thus teſtify 
how much, 


1 am, S 1 R, 
Your moft Aﬀedtioate, 
Moſt Humble Servant. 


2 
24. 
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KK: II. Co R. ii. 16. 
The latter Words. And who is ſuſicient for 
4 theſe Things ? | - 


- HE Apoſtle, in this Second Chapter, 
| gives the Corinthians his Reaſons, why 
. he came not ſo ſoon to them as he in- 
W tended ; as alſo, why he wrote this Se- 
E ſ cond Epiſtle to them. And the Reaſons 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of both theſe, he ſhews were much the 
ſame, ( vis. ) That he might not come 
again in Heavineſs, as Ver. 1ſt. expreſ- 
ſes it; or leaſt, when he came, he 
ſhou'd have Sorrow from them, of whom 
F | he ' ought to rejoice. | 
Ir ſeems, there were many Diſorders in theſe Corinthian 
hurches, which were not yet thoroughly redreſs'd ; which he de- 
r Pr'd might be before he came; that he might have no Occaſion 
pkk Sorrow and Heavineſs when he came. The Miſcarriages, 
and ill Behaviour of particular Perſons, whether few, or more, are 
2 great Occaſion of much Grief and Sorrow, to tender and faith- 


» ful Minifters ; ſuch who travel in Love for the Good of Souls. 
-=' # Hz had, in the former Epiſtle, Chap. V. wrote to them pretty 
>. Harply concerning the inceſtuous Perſon, whom ir-ſeems they had 


dot caſt out as they ought to have done; 'till the Apoſtle, in that 
Epiſtle, had ſtrictly enjoyn'd them to do it. But having obſery'd 

the Apoſtle's Command, in the Execution of the Church Cenſure 
pon him; which, it ſcems, had brought him to a Senſe of his 

Pin, and a true Sorrow for it; the Apoſtle, in this Chapter, en- 
Ereats them to moderate their Severity towards him, by forgiving 
Pim, and receiving him to a Communion in their Cburch-Aſſem- 
- Slices; that ſo he might not be ſwallow'd up with over- much Sor- 
gow, but might receive that Evidence and Confirmation of their 
Love towards him, ver. 7, 8. > Es In 


4 * 


- — wn 
In the rath Fer. he gives us an Account of his Succeſs in the 
reaching at Troas... There a Door was open d 10 hich of the , A, 
rd; and, Ver. 14th, he breaks forth into a Rerelsg) or blef- £7 2 
ſing Go p, for the Succeſs which he. gave to his Preachi > Where fiſt: 
he came: Tho' he met with Enemies to oppoſe him with r their ft ons 


16 
1669 


1 


Might, ſome envying him, others hating him, and many deſpiſing F ouls 


and treating him ill by their Spirit of Malignity, and Want of hat 
Chriſtian Charity ; yet the Lox p made him to triumph in 16 
CrurIsT ; and made manifeſt the Savour of his Knowledge, by Nas: 


them in every Place. When Gop has determin'd to make the F flect 
Preaching of the Goſpel ſucceſsful, all the Oppoſition of the moſt WH 
inveteratè Enemies ſhall not hinder it. I don't think it neceſſary FEY 
to contend for Forms, or Modes of Worſhip, or for other Circum- } able 
ſtances which are diſcretional amongſt Chriſtian Churches, and E 
may differ as to Times, Perſons, and Places, do alter the Circum- Nec 
ſtances and Caſes. All that, I ſhall leave to more able Heads and 0 
Pens to diſpute, who may think it worth their Labour. 1 ſhall} $697 
ſatisfy myſelf in aſſerting this only, That when Gop has deter- 
min'd to make the Preaching of the Goſpel fucceſsful .; Hu 51 
can, when Hz pleaſes, open a Great Door, and Effectual, to 5 
His MIN IST ERS, even where there are many Adverſaries, and 55 
avowed Enemies to the Chriſtian Doctrines, and Inſtitutions, << 

Cori xv. 0. - | ; "= 
In the 15th Verſe of this Chapter, the Apoſtle ſhows us how! g ch 
acceptable to Gov, Diligence, and Faithfulneſs in Preaching the ouls 
Goſpel, is; tho' the Labours of Miniſters meet not with the Tame! Ms 
Succeſs in all, Ie are (ſays he) unto God a feet Sauour of = 
Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them that periſh, Whif*". 
ther Men will receive the Goſpel, and the Doctrine that we Des 
preach, or reject it; yet we are a ſweet Savour unto Gop, when mi 
we are diligent and faithful in preaching it. The Apoſtle does} pill 
not advance this from an enthuſiaſtic Rapture; but from a ratio-T bin 
nal Senſe and Experience he had had of GOI)'s own Method, ofen 
Propagating Chriſtianity, by the go" ny; e of Thoſe, whoY 18 ö 
were appointed for the building up the Church of CHRIST. 15 54 
In Ver. 16th, he further explains himſelf, and ſhows how diffe- 8 
rently this Savour of the Gos? EL works. As ſome are delighted pi, 
and others nauſcated with ſweet and fragrant Smells; why, ſo the?" - 
Gos EL is to them that reject it, a Savour cf Death unto Death. 
'Thro' their Unbelief, their Hearts become harden'd to their De 
ſtruction : But to others ( ſays he) that receive and embracg,. 
thoſe glad Tydings, our Preaching proves a Savour of Life unt 
Life. The Savouring, and Reliſhing, the Joyful News the Gos x 
brings, and accepting the Grace and Mercy it offers, find tha 11 
LIFE, or Enlivening Erricacy of it, that entitles them te 5757 
Eternal LIFE. | Oo. Go 
7 A N. pe 3 


4 


* [AN y then follows the Words of the Text: Mo is ſufficient 
fe for theſe Things? Who is able, without 4 mighty and powerful 


nere Aſſiſtance of Gop, to N this bleſſed and glorious Goſpel, as 
re 7 5 a 1 * . 

heir it ought to be preached ? This Mighty Erxrr1cacy of it upon the 
85 Souls of them, to whom it is a Savour of Life, is not from us 
t br That preach it; (for we are ſcarce fit to preach it, and much more 
in unable to add ſo great an EFFI CA cx to it) but it is from Gop, 


he Who, by his Holy Spirit, makes the Word in our Mouths, thus the 
"the Effectual Means, for the Salvation of Souls. | 


Z - . 


noſt * Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? The Words are few, but 


Tary are very 1 : Sed ad hec, quis idoneus? Who 1s fit? Or who 
cx able of himſelf, or by his own Power, to preach the, Goſpel of 
and Is us CnRISH? It is a difficult Matter; and who is able to 
um- Incounter, and overcome all the Difficulties they are like to meet 
and Fith? Something more is requiſite to qualify a Miniſter of the 
all Soſpel, than a bare Receiving Orders, either from Biſhops, or 


Presbyters, ſeeing they are like to meet with much Difficulty in 
Hz be Work. Now, who are ſufficient for theſe Things? Who is 
ple to ſtand againſt all the Diſcouragements, in the Way of their 
47 duty ? And to oppoſe all thoſe Adverſaries, maſter and flight all 
moſe Reproaches, that are, and wil) be caſt upon him; and 
ithfully and couragiouſly to proceed in Preaching and Publiſh- 
Ig the Goſpel of CHR TS r, for the Converſion and Salvation of 

the $ouls : Who 1s ſufficient for all this? The Words are propounded 
kT y way of Queſtion; and we may find the proper Anſwer to 
hem in the 5th and 6th Verſes of the following Chapter. Nos 
Hart de are ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thivg as of our 
't wel! ; but our Sufficiency is of God: Who alſo hath made us able 


„hen Miniſters of the New Teſtament. „ | 

_ IN the Text the Apoſtle intimates, That no mere Man has 
REID bility of himſelf, to go thro? that great and laborious 2 
od. of bent of Preaching the Goſpel, and performing thoſe ſeveral Ot- 


ices belonging to the Miniſterial Function. And yet, becauſe it's 
evident there were then, and has been ſince, divers that have ma- 
dicke g'd that Employ to the Glory of Go p, and the Good of Souls: 
hted He therefore tells us, in the 3d Chapter, whence rey had their 
2 Ability for it, vis. from Gop. He it was that had made them, and 
huſt make others, ab/e Miniſters of the New Teſtament. The 
ir De Jenſe of the Text may be ſumm'd up in theſe few Words. 
; Z That the Work of the Miniſtry, is a Work of that Labour and 
Difficulty, that none could be able to go thorough it without extra- 
grdinary Afiftance from God. ho is ſufficient for theſe Things? 
d tha 7 our Suffciency is of God. I take the Words with the Refe- 
Fence they have to the Anſwer in the following Chapter. 
IN my Diſcourſe from this Subject, I ſhall endeavour to clear 


theſe following Things. wo 
ne A oo Firf, 


Fa 


niſtry, is a Work of Labour and Difficulty, 


Firft, Give me Leave to ſhow you, that the Work of the Mi in th 

$T1n19! 
Secondly, That no mere Man has Strength and Ability, in and of M 
from himſelf, to go thorough theſe Difficulties. | ſavir 


Thirdly, That Gop both has, and can, enable Men for it; and take 


will not be wanting to them that depend upon him, and ſeek ti Belie 


him for his Help. | | | 
Fourthly, Shall then cloſe the Subject with a Uſe or Two of 
Application. | | L 3 

Firſt, Suffer me to ſhow you, that the Work of the Miniſtry i th 
a grcat Work; a Work fitter for Angels, than Men to manage & ther 
and yet wou'd be a Work too hard for them alſo, without extraot retu 
dinary Aſſiſtance from Gop. They are purer Beings, and mini 
ſtring Spirits; but then Men cannot ſo eafily converſe with them, alt fect: 
we can with one another, who are of the ſame Species, and i Wo! 


veal: 


like Infirmitics. But, alas! the Work of the Miniſtry is ver in t. 
difficult upon theſe Reſpects; both if we confider the Work Imp 
ſelf, and alſo the great Oppoſition Miniſters meet with in it. The 

1. Cons1DER the Work it ſelf, The Miniſtry is a public ther 


and ſacred Function, inſtituted by ChRISTT, wherein Men, fur Scal 


niſh'd with mect Gifts, and duly call'd, do ſerve Gon, and hit mat 
Cuvacn, by diſpenſing and giving forth, wiſely and faithtully# But 


the Word, and Sacraments; and duly exercifing the Diſciplin Spi. 
belonging to the ſame, for the Good of Souls, and Edification @ tou 
the Bop of CHRIST. Who is there, that weighs well each ha 
Part of this Work, but may well cry out, with the ; 

Text, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things ? 


poſtle in thy ſti 
| = Hite 
Tux Difficulty of the Work more clearly appears from this cam 
Perſons we are concern'd with; the Manner of dealing with then effe 
the Diligence and Faithfulneſs that is requir'd in it; and the e. Dif 
emplary Holineſs we are to ſhow in Life and Converſation. & 
Co Ns IDER but the Perſons we are to deal with; and their di wh 
ferent Caſes, make the Work very difficult: The Perſons are ei tow 
ther Sinners, or Saints, | 3 8 
Firſt, Six NE RS, (that 18) Men in a natural State and Condition con 
ſuch as are unacquainted with Gop, alienated from the Life d 02 


Gov), and Enemies to the Croſs of CHRIS T. Do not the grea I. 1 


eſt Part of moſt Congregations conſiſt of theſe? And how hard is the 
for Miniſters to deal with Theſe ? How many Hours of laboriou 90: 
Study has it coſt many a Miniſter of JESUS ChRIS T, to kno An 
what Words to uſe, to perſuade theſe Sinners, to come in, and ad as 
cept of the Grace and Mercy offered them? They would, as Ii bu 
Kruments, gladly, not only fave themſelves, but all that heſ cis 
them: And to that End, woe and entreat, as the Ambaſſadors & the 
 CnnIsry, that they wou'd be reconcil'd to Gop; and yet how fe vir 
can they prevail with? Conſider the Number of Perſons about de 


| — » 


-- » — — —uy—„—ͤ — 


So: ©» 14 = 
e Mijn the World, who are ſtill in 7h2Gall of Bitterneſs, and intheBond of 
niquity. And notwithſtanding the urgent Calls and Invitations 
Jof Miniſters ; yet few of theſe, it is to be feared, are brought in 
ſavingly to the Lox D Jzsvs CHRIST. May not many Miniſters 
. and take up that ſad Complaint of the Prophets, Is a. liii. 1. Who hath 
ek ti believed our Report? And to whom is the Arm of the Lox po re- 
vealed? What inviting and perſuading Reports do Miniſters make 
Wo of JESUS CHRIST, and his Readineſs to receive returning Sinners 
upon the Terms of the Goſpel; and yet they will not believe 
iſtry i them? And when Miniſters unfeld the Doctrine of the Goſpel ts 
nage them, and ſet forth Cnx 18 r, as longing to receive and embrace 
xtraot*; returning Sinners; this, that Arm of the Lok p is revealed but to 
mini few; their Minds and Conſciences are but little ſtartled and ef- 
em, a fected with theſe Things. Minifters, indeed, preach to Men and 
and Women that have rational Souls; but many a Time the Words 
ver in their Mouths can have no more Entrance, nor make any more 
(ork Impreſſion, than if they were preaching to Stocks and Stones. 
t. The Word preached does not profit, unleſs mixt with Faith in 
ublic them that hear it. How hard do Miniſters find it to pierce the 
1, fur Scales of Leviathan of obſtinate Sinners? I mean, who have had 


n an 


ind hi many_a Blow from the Sword of the Spirit, The Wor v of GOD : 
hfulhy But no Impreſſion yet made upon their Souls; nor can be, till the 
ciplin Spirit of Go p wields and manages it; not one Sinner's Heart is 


touched or effected, till God himſelf undertakes the Work. Per- 
3 * their Reaſon may be convinc'd; but their Luſts and Paſſions 
18 {till keep the Aſcendancy over them. The Obſtinacy and Impe- 
7 nitency of Sinners, has ſo bolted their Hearts, that the Wor p 
cannot enter, till He that has the Key of Davin powertully and 
effectually open them: This moſt certainly contributes towards the 
4 Difficulty that attends the Preaching the Goſpel. ; 
3 FSecondly, Saints: Theſe are another Sort of Perſons, with 
whom Miniſters are concern d; and it's no eaſy Matter to carry 
towards theſe as we ought. e 2 | 
Son are but young and tender; it may be, but newly or lately 
ion converted to the Faith; and ſo but weak and doubting; are but as 
ze born Babes, like thoſe whom the Apoſtle Peter mentions, 
11. Px r. ii. 2. Such alſo there were among the Corinthians, whom 
1517 the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of, I. Cor. iii. 1. And I, Brethren, cou d 
not ſpeak unto you as unto ſpiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
unt o Babes in Cur1sr. By Carnal, here, he does not mean ſuch 
as are Unregenerate; (which is the Senſe of the Words ſometimes) 
but he means ſuch as were not fo thoroughly inſtructed and exer- 
cis d in the Chriſtian Duties and Graces, as others were: Them 
therefore he calls Babes in Chriſt : They were in Can 1s ſa- 
vngly converted ; but yet not arriv'd to that Experience and Un- 
bout / deritanding that afterward he hop'd they wou'd be, Many ſuch as 


theſe, 


theſe, Miniſters have to deal with; and therefore they are to fol - 
low the Apoſtle's Example, who tells us, in the 2d Verſe, how he? 
carried towards theſe : 7 have fed you with Milk, and not with 
Meat : for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are 
ze able. The Apoſtle had taught them plain and eaſy Truths; 3 
not the ſublime Myſteries of the Gofpel, which were very unfit 3 
for young Converts to entertain: His Aim and Deſire was to ſuit 
himſelf to their Capacities, (and not in a Way of Oftentation, ſo 
much to ſhew his Learning) as to become all Things to all Men, 
that he might win ſome, and that all his Performances might be 
empioy'd for the Uſe of edifying. This will cot a Miniſter much 4 
Pains and Study to know how to carry to theſe for their Profitting, ; 
fo that he may winn them, and not difcourage aud loſe them. 
Who will queſtion Paul's Qualifications for the Work of the Mi- . 
niftry, tho he in all ſtudied the greateſt Plainneſs ? There muſt be n, 

2 great Deal ot Gentleneſs and Tenderneſs us'd towards ſuch, as the 
Apoſtle tells us he us'd, I. Tn EVS. ii. j. Ve were gentle amongſt you, ven 
as a Nurſe cheriſpeth her Child. Miniſters muſt ſuit themſclves } 
to the Capacities of young Converts, who at preſent are ignorant 
of many Things; full of Scruples, Objections, Doubts and Fears. 
This alſo contributes towards the Difficulty of the Work; for with- 3 
out great Care, ſuch Perſons may ſoon be diſcouraged. | 
FUR THER, amongſt the Saints and Believers, there are others 
that are more grown of clearer Underſtanding, greater Knowledge, 
and ſo are ftronger than the former: And yet it will coft a Mi- 
niſter ſome Pains to know how to carry toward theſe: For tho 
they need not ſo much Inſtruction as the former; yet, in Re- 
gard of Spiritual Sloth which they are ſubject to, and the Temp- 
tations, and Afflictions, and Deſertions that often attend them, 
they have great Need of quickening and comforting Doctrines. 
How many that know their Maſter's Will, have Need often to be 
ſtirr d up to do it? How ſubjeR are many Chriſtians to wax ſloth- 
ful and dull, and unmindful of their Duty? We may ſee this by 
the Spouſe in the Cx Nx. v. 2. I fleep, ſays he, but my Heart wa- | 
Reth. - She had, but a little before, been entertaining her Beloved 7 
with her Graces; Service and Obedience; and preſently ſhe's a- 
ſleep; a Fit of Spiritual Sloth ſeiz'd her. And fo it is with many 
Chriſtians; they are apt ſometimes to grow cold; to abate of 
that Zeal and Fer vency, that they have ſometimes ſhow'd in the 
Ways of Go p. Theſe now are to be quicken'd by Way of Reproof | 
and Exhortation. They are often to be minded of their Duty hen 
they grow remiſs and careleſs about it. Thus did the Apoſtle 
PETER, II. Epifle. i. 12, 13. Wherefore T will not be negligent to 
pur you always in Remembrance of = Things, though ye know | 
rbem, and be eſtabliſped in the preſent Truth. Tea, I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this Tabernacle, to fiir you up, and m—_ von ins 
, enen | 
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elves % build up the broken-hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, 
rant % the opening of the Priſon to them that are bound: To pro- 
ars. aim the acceptable Tear of the Loxp, to comfort all that mourn, 
vith- to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them Beau- 


thers ©"; be Spirit of Heavineſs, 1s A. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. This was the Office of 
edge, briſt, and the Apoſtles Practice. See I. Theſe 11. 11, 12. As you know 
14 25 oo we exhorted, comforted, and charged every one of x0u, (as a Fa- 

* Þoth exhorted and comforted, as he ſaw their Condition requir'd'; 
emp- and ſo ſhou'd all, in Holy Orders, diſcharge their Sacred Functions. 
hem, from what J here offer to your Conſiderations, it is clear, that the 
INES. Work of the Miniſtry 1s great and laborious, in Reſpect of the Per- 
to be ns they have to deal with; which, if duly weigh'd, might be 
Means to keep every one humble and diligent, in what G 


has call'd them to be employ'd in: They have Buſineſs enough 
, gf their own to Mind; which, if they were conſciencious in, the 
wou'd have leſs Time to cavil at others; nor durſt they allow. in 
themſclves the Spirit of Calumny and Detraction, Railing and De- 
famation; which, I fear, is too juſtly charg'd upon many. 

* Secondly, The Work will appear great, in Reſpect of the Manner 
of their Dealings with them. A Miniſter muſt be careful as to this. 
It's cvident all are not to be dealt with, after the ſame Manner 


loth- 
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fol- 
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find the Apoſtle Pan} does by the 
#12415, Chap. xv. 14, 15. I am perſwaaded of you, my Brethren, 


— 


alſo are full of Goodneſs, fill d with all Knowleage ; able 
% to admoniſh one another. Nevertheleſs (ſays he) I have written 
the more boldly unto you in ſome ſort, as putting you in Mind. 
Fu Ar 1s, He ſaw there was Need to quicken them up to the 


cui practice of what they knew to be their Duty. So it is with many, 
5 zr moſt Chriſtians : They muſt be often put in Mind of their Duty, 
5, 10 hd ſtirr'd up, by Exhortations, to the Practice of it: So ſometimes 


o they have Need of Comforting, as well as Quickening, viz. 


h Yen they are under violent Temptations, ſharp Afflictions, or 
nuch rk Deſertions; then are Miniſters to ſtudy how to ſpeak a Word 
n Scaſon to them; then they are to communicate to them the 
lem. x 


Mi- 


wect and comfortable Promiſes conta in'd in the Word of Gop; 


en they are to act the Part of Parnabas, and be Sons of Conſo- 
then their Office is the ſame of their Lord and Maſter's 


tion 5 


rip Jeſus, to preach Peace and Good-Will to Men; and whom 
e Pr 


opher'tells us, was ſent to preach good T 14ings unto the Meek, 


or Aſhes, the Oyl of Foy for Mourning, the Garment of Praiſe 


er doth his Children) that ye would walk worthy of OD. He 


OD 


} hey mult uſe different Methods with Perſons of different. Tem- 


Some are cf more meek and tender Spirits, willing to un- 
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derſtand their Duty, tho' not ſo quick at underſtanding it: Towards 
ou muſt uſe a great Deal of Meekneſs and Humility, Ten- 
and Condeſcenſion; and, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, a Miniſter 


muſs 


muſt become all T hings to all Men, that he may win ſome: To 
the Weak, ſays PAuL, became I as weak, that I might gain the 
Weak, I. Cor. ix. 22. An excellent Example for every Clergyman, This 
every Divine, to follow; the Want of this Spirit lays Miniſters open 
to the Charge of Pride and Negligence; then their Sermons will! 
be little regarded, nor their Perſons efteem'd, amongſt thoſe with 
whom they are engag'd : There muſt be a yielding Condeſcenfion 
to Perſons, whole Spirits and Temper require it. So ſays the Apo- 
{tle, Je were gentle amongſt you, even as a Nurfe cher iſuer h her Child, 
I. Tn Ess. ii. 7. and in VEY II. he compares their Carriage to the 
Carriage of a Father to his Children. Tender Parents counſel, ; 
exhort, and charge their Children: But then they do it with 
Meekneſs and Gentleneſs ; and ſo muſt all Miniſters. Thus the 
Apoſtle adviſes, Timothy II. Epiſt. ii. 24. And the Servant of 
| the Lord (if you pleaſe, a Clergyman, or Miniſter) uſt be! 
gentle unto all Men; apt to teach; patient; and, as it is added . 
in the next VER. in Meeknejs inſtructing. 1 
Bur yet there are another Sort of Men, and Women, whom ; 
Miniſters, ſometimes, muſt treat after another Manner: I mean, 
obſtinate Sinners, who live in prophane and looſe Courſes ; ſuch, 
who regard not Sermons; but contemn and hare Reproof, and Hin; 
deſpiſe faithful Miniſters for their Faithfulneſs. Gop .knows,| 
there are too many of theſe amongſt us Now, at the firſt, Mi- 
niſters are likewiſe required to carry meekly towards theſe, as the , 
_ Apoſtle directs, II. Zim. ii. 25. In Meekneſs iuſtructing thoſe! 
that oppoſe themſelves. Some may, for a Time, oppoſe the Truth 
out of Ignorance, and Weakneſs, and not from a Spirit of Hatred} 
and Malice; ſuch as thoſe may poſſibly be won by Meekneſs, 
and Gentleneſs : Gop may, peradventure, give them Repen- 
tance to the acknowledging of the Truth, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks] 
there, But when Sinners grow hardened in Sin, and obſtinate 
and will not be reclaim'd; then Miniſters muſt rebuke with all: 
the Authority which the Goſpel gives them, Tr. ii. 15. Magiftrates| 
may compel and torce their Subjects with the Power of the Sword: , 
Buthe Power which Carxisr has committed to his Minifters, is 
not a coercive Power; but yet they have an Authority com- 
mitted to them; and by thisthey are to rebuke. They muſt 
not fear the Faces of Men; but (as Gop commanded the Pro- :: 
phet) they are to cry aloud, and not to ſpare ; to lift up their 
Voice like a Trumpet; and to ſhew Sinners their Tranſgreſſion, gs 
and their | Sins, Is A. lviii. 1. And if this ſtill be lighted, and 
Obftinacy increaſes in them; then they are to uſe their Power andi 
Authority conſonant to the Goſpel Method, and as the Nature of} 
the Offence requires, as Cenſure, Suſpenſion, or Excommunica-F* 
tion : An Inftance of which you have, I. Cor. 5. Theſe Things} 
have much Difficulty in them; for they muſt be manag'd with} | pt 
great“ 


— * [ 9 rh 
d Tokeat Meekneſs, Compaſſion, Zeal and Reſolution; in all, Eyeing 
| Tee Glory of Gor, and the Good of Souls. 
man, Thirdly, Taz Diligence and Faithfulneſs, which Miniſters are 
111 > ſhow in the whole Work, tend to make it laborious and diffi- 
icht lt. Miniſters are intruſted with a great Charge, the Souls of 
With gen and Women; and to perform their Duty as they ought, muſt 
a ng. gage them to great Diligence and Faithfulneſs. The Work of 
: 1 Kc Goſpel is not an idle, but laborious Work. It requires great 
f + 'Fains and Study to know what Arguments to uſe, either in Ser- 
x 1 1 ons, or private Converſation, to perſwade Sinners to leave their 
mei, Sins, and embrace the Tenders of Mercy by Jzsvs Curisr. 
t Pere ſuch Diligence and Faithfulneſs more frequently met with, 
the he Clergy wou d have leſs Contempt, even from the Wicked, and 
1 | penly Þ rophane ; and more Efteem from the Generality of Men, 
14, 1 h all Stations of Life, than I fear many of them now find. How 
19 arneſtly did Paul long for, and endeavour the Salvation of Souls! 
hom He had their Converfion much at Heart. He wou'd not only ſave 
om is own Soul, but them that heard him. His Concern is expreſs'd 
uch“ y the Pains of a travailing Woman: He travail'd in Birth of the 
uc! J Harians, till CuR IST was form'd in them, Gal. iv. 19. True 
*. Miniſters of IxSsuS CHRIST, are very ſolicitous to bring many 
ww ons and Daughters to Gop ; and if they might do this, they 
1 wy 7ou'd not think any Pains too much. And as they muſt be dili- 
boſs nts ſo they muſt be alſo faithful to their Truft. They muft not 
i pnceal any Part of their Duty; but reveal the whole Will of Gop 
rung them, as Workmen that need not be aſham'd. They muft keep | 
Back nothing that may be profitable to their Hearers; but ſhow 
Ind teach them all the Mind and Will of Gop, revealed in His 
Mord, Acts xx. 20. 27. If they ſee any Offence to be reproved, 
hey muſt not ſpare the Perſon ; but admoniſn, reprove, and re- 
uke him, that ſo his Blood may not lye at their Door. This is a 
Miniſter's Duty, if he will approve himſelf faithful. They are 


1 ewards ; and, ſays the Apoſtle, it's requir'd, that a Man be found 
1 10 ithful, I. Cor. iv. 1, 2. All that I have offer'd as to Diligence, 
ay hd Fidelity in the Miniſtry, ſhows it to be a great and difficult 
Omar . 

nuſt , 


Fourt hy, Fur THER conſider but the exemplary Holineſs which 
Niniſters are to ſhow in Life and Converſation : And this too, in 
bme ſort, will make the Work appear great and difficult. That 
Holineſs is the Duty of all, may be abundantly proved from Scrip- 
fare, which frequently preſſeth and enjoineth it. (But that be- 
Wngs not to my preſent Defign. ) But the Holineſs of Miniſters: in 
articular, is neceſſary: And truly who ſees it not, that confiders 
cir Work, and the Place Cop ſets them in? Certainly, there is 
more effectual Way to bring the Doctrine they preach into Con- 
Impt with the Vulgar, nor to 18 it to be burleſqu'd, and ridi- 


cul'd, 


[10] 
cul'd, than to ſee them live, and act contrary to what they preach. el, b. 
The Debauchery of Eli's Sons, thoſe Sons of Helial, ſoon made ſhoſe 
Men to abhor the Offering of the Lok p, I. Sam. ii. 12.179, HowWay n 
ſhou'd they, that have caſt off the Yoke of Gop themſelves, everÞmes 
perſwade others to come under it? The unguarded Conduct of ind p- 
many Miniſters, I fear, has tended too much to the ſupporting, andÞreact 
ſpreading Vice, Irreligion, Prophaneſs, and Debauchery, amongſt us. nd D 
I cenſure no particular Perſon ; but as I've had the Opportunity ing D 
of ſeeing the World, I have with Sorrow obſerv'd, the Remarks Fi. 3. 
and Comments, which Men ot much ſatyrical Wit, and looſe Morals, po fre 
have made upon the Lives and Actions of many in Sacred Orders, qnothe 
See the Reaſon, and Neceſſity then, why a Biſhop muſt be blame- Harp 
leſs, to ſpeak in the Apoſtle's Phraſe to Timothy, in 1ſt Epiſt. p par 
111. Chap. 2. That is, He muſt give no juſt Occafion, for any to PHRI 
tax him with Careleſneſs, and wilful Neglect, and Miſcarriages inFotitic 
his Life and Converſation. And this the Apoſtle declares to haveſules 
been his Practice, Acts xxiv. 16. Herein do T exerciſe my ſelf toſpere } 
have always a Conſcience void of Offence toward God, and towardYoubt 
Men. It's true, Men may be charg'd with what they never were Vork 
guilty of; and then, in that Caſe, the beſt Improvement is to walk 'So 
more humbly and circumſpectly, and double their Diligence, to ear! 
keep their Conſciences more ſtrictly void of Offence. However ot or 
it's plain from theſe Things, that the Work of the Miniſtry is ay bi 
weighty Work, has many Difficulties attending it, if we confiderFrequ« 
the Work itſelf. KS gener 
Secondly, Tar Work appears to be great and difficult, if youBabb 
will but conſider the Oppoſition Miniſters meet with in it. Theſqhnto 
are ſometimes, and to ſome Perſons, very great; and therefore, in Man 
this Reſpect, the Miniſtry is calld a Warfare, I. TIM. i. 18. wher Him 
Paul tells him, He had committed this Charge unto him, that hFi. 11 
by them might war a good Warfare. And truly, it much reſem lam 
bles a Warfare: For as Soldiers, by the Sword, and their Valour|Þrou« 
maintain their own, and Prince's juſt Rights, againſt ſuch as inW0720% 
vade them; ſo Miniſters, by Preaching, are to defend the Faith 9. I 
and Truths of Gov, againſt all Oppoſition. But who are ſufficienMira 
for theſe Things, conſidering the Oppoſers ? I ſhall only beg Leav®- iſh 
to mention two. The Devil, and Micked Men. Port, 
Tux Devil is a mighty Oppoſer of the Goſpel ; and what re ere 
lates to Chriſtianity, and Man's Sal vation. This the Apoſtle wit t; at 
neſſeth, writing to the Te I. ii. 18. He tells them, That him If le 
ſelf, and ſome others of the Brethren, wou'd have come unto the That 
once again; but Satan hindred us. The Preaching of the Goſpaqmak 
is a Work that very much weakeneth Satan's Kingdom; and then Se 
no doubt, but he will oppoſe it all he can. The Devil hinderPt*er 
ſeveral Ways: Sometimes working upon, and in, the corrup Nor 


Hearts of Sinners; filling them with Prejudices againſt the Goſſ a 
Pe. 


—— 
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each. el, blinding their Eyes, that they may not ſee the Excellency of 
nade hoſe Things it reveals; and fo hardning their Hearts, that they 
How hay not embrace the Mercy it offers them from CRRITST. Some- 
ever i mes by raiſing Diſputes againft the Truths that Miniſters preach 
& of nd publiſh, as he did at Athens, againſt the Doctrine that Paul 
, andPreached, Acts xvii. 17. Sometimes by ſtirring up Diſſentions 
ſt us. ind Differences amongſt good People, Acts xv. 1, 2. Thus cau- 
unity ing Divifions amongſt ſuch who are Profeſſors of Religion, I. Cor. 
zarks fi. 3. or betwixt Miniſters and their Pari ſhoners, and People, as 
orals, po frequently 3 ; and ſometimes betwixt one Miniſter and 
rders, Mother ; which hinders the Succeſs of their Labours ; as that 
lame- Harp Contention betwixt Paul and Barnabas, which torc'd them 
Epiſt. © part, Acts xv. 39. And by raiſing a Spirit of Perſecution againft 
ny to PARIS Tr, and His Kingdom, and Intereſt in the World. This Op- 
zes in poſition the Devil oft makes, which yet Gop ſometimes over- 
haveſules for the promoting his Kingdom, Acts viii. 1. 4. They that 
elf to pere ſoattered, went about every where preaching the Nord. But, 
wrd oubtleſs, all this great Oppoſition the Devil makes, renders the 
were Vork of the Miniſtry more difficult. 
walk So likewiſe not only the Bevil, but Men that are wicked, and 
ce, to ear his Image, make great Oppoſition to the Work of the Goſpel z 
vever ot only by diftrefling good Men, but by a Slight and Contempt, 
y is ay bitter Scoffs, and ſhameful Reproaches. How are ſerious Men 
nſider frequently ſcoff d at, and derided, by the prophane Rabble, and de- 
generate Race of Men amongſt us? Pavr. at Athens is called a 
if youÞPabbler, and a Setter forth of ſtrange Gods, becauſe he preached 
Theſehnto them F aud the ama to prep Joun the BAPTIST, a 


ore, in Man of Holy Life, that came to prepare our Saviour's Way for 
where Him; yet they could impadently affirm, He had a Devil, Max. 
hat hei. 18. Nay, our Sa v1ovs himſelf, whoſe Converſation was moſt 
eſem plameleſs; yer, becauſe he preach'd not a Doctrine pleaſing to the 
alour proud Grenfal Zews, they blaſphemouſly affirm him to be a glur- 
as in ſonous Man, a Wine-bibber,a Friend of Publicans and Sinners, Ver. 
Faith 9. Is not the ſame Contempt caſt upon CHRIS r, his Doctrines, and 
fficien Miracles, now, by ſome amengſt us? And the Apoſtle met with 
LeavPiſhonour, as well as Honour, evil Report as well as good Re- 
Port, and were counted Deceivers, tho true, II. Cor. vi. 8. How 
hat re pere the Prophets, and Meſſengers, ſent to Aruſalem of old, ſcoff d 
le wit At, and deſpis'd ? II. Chron. xxxvi. 16. Such is the Spirit of Men 
t him If lewd Principles and Practices, that they contemn and flight all 
>» then hat is ſacred and good. Theſe are the Oppoſitions that tend to 
GoſpdWake the Work of the Miniftry great and difficult. 
d then Secondly, ISH ALL now ſhow you, That no mere. Man has 
1inder@trength and Ability of his own ſufficient to manage ſuch a 
-orrupFork as this is. Surely, a few Words will ſerve to prove a Truth 
e Gol apparently clear as this is. Take but a Review of what ha; 
Pell . R 2 


nen 

gone before: View the Work in the ſeveral Parts of it; ande 
conſider the Frailties Human Nature labours under; then, I doubt 
rot, but you'll be ready to cry out, with the Apoſtle, Who isſput W 
ſuficient for theſe Things? Who has Strength, Ability, or Sill 
of his own, to go thorough ſuch a Work in the ſeveral Parts f 
of it? It is a Work that will employ both Head, and Heart too, 
to go through it, as it- requires. Who is there that knows hows 
to deal with Saints, and Sinners? Remember none muſt be in- 
different, and unconcern'd in the Work: And how difficult to 
know what Words to uſe, what Arguments to pitch upon, to com- 
fort and encourage the one under their Burthens ; and to perſuade! 
the others to forſake their evil Courſes, and ſavingly to cloſe with fo. ( 
the Lord Jesvs ChRIS T ? Had Miniſters the Tongues of An- 
gels ; cou'd. they uſe the moſt infinuating Expreſſions that the from 
Heart of Man cou'd invent; vet many Times their Preaching! 
will not prevail. The preſuming Sinner will go on in his Sin 
ſtill ; and the ſorrowful, humble, diſpairing Soul, ſometimes re- 
fuſes to be comforted. All the Rhetorick in the World, or the 
profoundeſt Learning, the moſt awakening and cogent Moti ves 
and Arguments, will not prevail of themſelves, with one Sinner 
to repent, and turn. Think what Self-denial, Patience, Humi-) 
lity, Condeſcenſion, and Meekneſs, that Miniſters muſt uſe, in 
dealing with ſuch, who are under their Care and Charge. WhatF*/ 
is requifite for them, is not within the Reach of any mere 
Man; but muſt be ſought elſewhere, even in Him, from whom) 
all have their Sufficiency. | | | 1 
Thirdly, This leads me to conſider, that Gor has, and can, en- 
able Men for this Work, and will not be wanting to them who 
depend upon, and ſeek unto him for it. It is undeniably true, that 
your Sufficlency is of Gor ; no Miniſter has it in himſelf; but he 
may, and muſt have it from the Gop of all Grace: It was Heß 
that made them able Miniſters of the New Teſtament-; not of the! 
Letter, but of the Spirit; as in the next Chap. II Cox, iii. 5, 6, 
The Apoſtles were able Miniſters indeed : How many Souls were 
they the Inftruments of Cenverting? Three Thouſand at one f 
Time, and Five Thouſand at another, were converted by the H 
Preaching of Peter, Acrs, Chap. ii. and the 4th. What famous 
Churches at Corinth, Epheſus, Coloſſe, Theſſalonica, and other | 
Places, were founded by the Miniſtry and Preaching of the A- edge 
poltles ? So mightily grew the Word of GoD, aud prevail d. And Pot 2 
this Word of Gon has made many able Miniſters fince that Time Cure 
too. What glorious Eights were there about the Reformation 1F 
Luther, Calvin, Beza, Zuinglius, Aelautthon, Bucer, Peter 
Martyr, and many more! Theſe Gon made able Miniſters, and 
able Inſtruments, for the ſpreading the Goſpel-Light in theſe Parts FP 
of Europe. And how many glorious Lights has England get oy 


* "TXT" | 
and her Days? Clerus Anglicanus, Stupor Mundi; the Clergy of Eng- 
ubt and was then the Aſtoniſhment + the World. And J doubt — 


) is|Þut we have, and {till ſhall have, the Continuance of ſuch, who 
kill Fre both cminent for Piety and Learning in this Age; who, as 


arts hey have the Advantage and Helps of thoſe that are gone before 


too hem, 10 are concern'd not only to improve in Learning and Po- 
howWteneſs, but in fincere Piety, and true Holineſs, in their Cenver- 
in- fations too. Gop will not be wanting ſtill to thoſe who do hum- 
t toÞly depend upon Him, and ſeek to Him. What an Encourage- 
om. nent we have from the Hopes of our Bleſſed Saviour's Pre- 
ade ſence being with his Servants to the End of the World, Mat. xxviii. 
with Ko. CHRIST will own and bleſs thoſe Labourers of His, whom 


hc ſends into his Vineyard; not that every Miniſter can expect 
from this, to ſee the ſame Succeſs of his Labours: For equal 
Pucceſs, to every faithful Minifter's Work, we muſt not look for. 
Put every faithful Miniſter of CHRIS r, may expect the Preſence 
pf CnRIS IT with him, to own and aſſiſt him in his Work. The 
r the Promiſes, which he made unto his Diſciples, are, ſurely, very 
tives great Encouragements to his Miniſters, in all Ages of the World. 
inner Pee Jonx xv. 26. compar'd with Chap. xvi. 7. But when the Com- 
umi. Herter is come, whon 1 Wl} ſend unto you from the Father : even 
> in he Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he ſpall 
WharFe/tify of me. Then the 7th Verſe in the next Chap. It is expe- 
mere Hient for yeu that I go away: For if Igo not away, the Comfor- 
thom$##7 70:11 not come unto ye; but if I depart, T will ſend Him un- 
o you. 80 on. Scripture muſt be our Guide to Chriſtianity; 
n, enÞnd the Rule whereby all Miniſters are to try, judge, and pro- 
- whd 6 all the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith. | 
. tha Ir you will bear with me, I ſhall treſpaſs only, while I en- 
ut he Heavour to make ſome Improvement of what has been offer'd to 
's HcSour Conſiderations. Moſt of you know theſe Things, I am re- 


of the inding you of ; and are better Judges of them, than I can, or 


5, 6. Hare, think my ſelf: However, I will venture to ſay, the Mini- 
were ſtry ought to be enter d into, with the greateſt Awe, Reverence, 
t one and Humility; fince, ſo few are equal to the Work, or ſufficiently 
Yy the Jualified for it. None ſhould ruſh inconſiderately, and precipi- 
mous tantly, upon it; without any Regard to their Ability, and Fit- 
other neſs, for what they undertake : A voluble Tongue, ſome Know- 

he A- ledge of the Scripture, and a convenient Share of Aſſurance, 1s 
And not all that is requiſite, to qualify a Perſon for Holy Orders. The 
Time Cure of Souls, is a moſt ſolemn and aweful Thing At may make 
ation? A Man tremble, to think, ſo many Souls Gop has committed to 
Peter my Charge and Care. Sure, did Perſqns think of this more, they 
s, and u d be more cautious, how they enter d upon the Miniſtry; and 
- parts more humble, circumſpect, and faithful, when in it; knowing, 
had in GOD will require theſe Souls at their Hands. Men of * de- 
| erve 


ſerve Preferment; but Preferment, and Dignity, is not to be their 
chief Aim: They are made Shepherds, and Watchmen, to take 
Care of, and watch over, the Flocks of CHRIST, committed to 
their Care. The Work is great ; and they ſhould lay out them- 
ſelves, for the ſpiritual Good of Souls; if they wou'd hope for 
CrRisT's Aſſiſtance, to help them under their many Infirmities, 
and Short-comings ; and be able, to give a good Account of their 
Stewardſhip, at laſt. 

1x it be not an offenſive Digreſſion; allow me, now, to ad- 
dreſs my ſelf, to the People committed to the Care of Miniſters. 
Surely, not only in your publick Prayers, in the Church, but in 
your private, and ſecret Devotions, you ought to pray for them; 
fince, they are ſo inſufficient for the Work; and are ſure, to meet 
with many great Difficulties, Diſcouragements, and Temptations. 
Your own Good, and their Succeſs, are link'd together, and joynt- 
ly concern'd. The Apoſtle, tho' eminently gifted, ſaw great Need 
of the People's Prayers: Brethren, pray for us, I. THES. v. 25. 
And how earneſt is Paul, with the Romans, upon this Account, 
tor himſelf? Rom. xv. 30. Now, I beſeech you, Brethren, for the 
LoRD JESUS CHRIST's Sake, and for the Love of the Spirit, 
that ye ſtrive, together with me, in your Prayers to Go for me. 
People ſhou'd pray, that Miniſters may ſpeak ſuitable Words ; 
and that Gop wou'd direct, and influence, their Doctrines, that 


they may be edifying to their precious Souls ; that the Meſſages 


they bring from Gop, (that is ) in his Name, may be ſeaſonable, 
and ſuitable, to the Good of their Souls: Pray for the Bleſſing of 
Gop upon their Work; and cavil not, and deſpiſe not, their 
Performances. You would have ſerious Miniſters ; and you ought 
to be ſuch ſerious People. Pray, that the Words they deliver, may 
run, and be glorified ; that hereby, the Kingdom of Satan may be 
weaken'd, and the Intereſt of CHRIS promoted, and advanc'd in 
the World. And as you ought to pray for them; you ought alſe 
to own, and eſteem them, for their Works Sake; and to ſubmit to 
their Doctrine ; to be taught, inſtructed, rebuk'd, reprov'd ; and, 
whatever Method the Authority of the Goſpel gives them, for 
the Good of your Souls, and Growth in Grace. So, ſee I. Tyzs. 
v. 12. Ve beſeech you, Brethren, to know them which labour a- 
among you, and are over you in the Lok p, and admoniſn you. Own 
their Power, which the Goſpel ſupports, and ſubmit to it; It is 

deliver'd to them by CnhRIST, and they are oblig'd to uſe it in 
his Name. Miniſters meet with Contempt enough, from the pro- 
phane World: Add not, to that Contempt, by ſhewing the like 

towards them. It may be, their Perſons may be mean, and their 

Condition in the World low; but, remember, they are the Ser- 

vants of CHRIS T; and, for His, and his Work's Sake, e- 

ſteem them. 1 | | 
I 8HALL 
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I sHALL now return to the Clergy, the Miniſters and Servants 


of Souls. SRK s, Tho' your Work be difficult, yet be not dif- 
courag'd ; fince, your Suffciency is of GOD; who, by his Spi- 
rit, makes you able Miniſters of the New Teſtament : Look to 
Him, for Help, in every Time of Need; that He wou'd aſſiſt, 
and bleſs you in your Work: Make his Word, your chief Study, 
to qualify you for being faithful Miniſters of the New Teſtament. 
Pavur's Advice to Timothy, is, To give Attendance to Reading, 
I. TIM. iv. 13. Study the Scriptures well; and they will not on- 
ly make you wiſe unto Salvation, but will likewiſe furniſh you, 
with thoſe Truths, which will make you uſeful ro others: For 


all Scripture (take it together) is profitable; for Doctrine, for 


Re proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; II. TIN. 
111. 15, 16, 17. Let your Thoughts be much upon the Firſt and 
Second Epiſtles to Timothy, and that to Titus. Follow the Di- 
rection, the Apoſtle there has given; and that will be a Means, 
to qualify you to be faithful Miniſters. This will direct you, to 
a plain, profitable Way of Preaching ; which, tho' perhaps it is 
not row the Mode; yet, is moſt likely, to be of the greateſt Uſe, 
to the Generality of your Hearers; which are no 1 of Ele- 
ance, Learning, or Oratory, in the ſeveral Parts of it. Archbi- 
Hu TIL LO TS ON, and many pious, learned Men, ſince his 
Time, by their plain and familiar Addreſs, favour what T am now 
He that ſtudies the Benefit of Souls, will not care to 
have his Preaching, with enticing Words of Man's Wiſaom ; but iu 


| Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power, I. Co R. ii. 4. This is 


the Method, to be faithful to the Truſt repoſed in you: Let this 
be your Practice; and your Lives, and Converſations, agrecable 
to it; and then, you will teach, by your Doctrine, and Example 
too: You, then, will not give ſo much Occafion, to any, to con- 
temn and deſpiſe Miniſters, as too frequently is ſeen: Carry ſo, 
That you may adorn the Doctrine of your Saviour in all Things : 
And let every one follow Paur's Advice to Timothy, I. Tim. 
iv. 16. Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine; continue 
in them: For in ſo doing, thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and them 
that hear thee. Which Go, of his infinite Mercy, grant, through 
Jzsvs ChRIS T: To Whom, with the Father, and Spirit, be all 
Honour, Glory and Praiſe ; now, and for ever. Amen. 
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